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The mission of the Judiciary is to maintain an
independent and competent judicial system which
upholds the rule of law, safeguards the rights and
freedoms of the individual, and commands

domestic and international confidence.
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Ceremonial Opening of the Legal Year

“Justice should not only be done but should be manifestly seen to be done.”

The Ceremonial Opening of the Legal Year serves to strengthen among the community the
importance of an independent Judiciary with its mission in upholding the rule of law,
safeguarding the rights and freedoms of individuals, and commanding domestic and international

confidence.

The ceremonial opening has a long history dated back to the early years of the 20th century. It is
usually held on a Monday in January each year and is attended by all Judges and Judicial Officers,

Law Officers, legal practitioners and distinguished guests.

The ceremony is preceded by an inspection by the Chief Justice of a Guard of Honour. At the

ceremony, the Chief Justice, the Secretary for Justice, the Chairman of the Hong Kong Bar

Association and the President of the Law Society of Hong Kong deliver addresses.
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At the opening ceremony of each Legal Year, the Mace is carried by the mace-

bearer preceding the Honourable Chief Justice.

Before the change of sovereignty, the Mace was a symobol of the Royal
authority with the butt end bearing the crown. Since 1 July 1997, the crown
has been replaced by the emblem of the Hong Kong Special Administrative

Region of the People's Republic of China.

The Mace symbolises the office of the Honourable Chief Justice and of the

institution of the independent Judiciary upholding the rule of law.



H # Contents

RIS

Foreword 6

Ci Vil b E e

Part 1 Civil Justice Reform

-8 EHERBAZEMEXE
Chapter 1 Reform of the Civil Justice System in Hong Kong 8

SRRy A E A TE T AE
Part 2  The Court System and its Administration

FTE REIR

Chapter 2 Court of Final Appeal 12
£=F BFikR

Chapter 3 High Court 24
FENE EEHER

Chapter 4  District Court 42
FHE BHAZER

Chapter 5 Magistrates' Courts 58
EARE EBIENERZE

Chapter 6 Tribunals and Specialised Court 68
FLE  FEEBNTR

Chapter 7 Judiciary Administration 86

B4 WM T ~ A A B3 B € R 0 T
Part 3 Our Judges, Our Staff and Our Interface with the Community

EFNE  BANEE

Chapter 8 Our Judges 94
FAE RS

Chapter 9 Judicial Development and Training 114
£TE  FAEMEBREENIEAS

Chapter 10 Our Staff in the Judiciary Administration 124

Ft-F REEEREURMEABRNER

Chapter 11 Interface with the Court Users and the Community 134

B s 5%
List of Appendices 147




HONG KONG JUDICIARY ANNUAL REPORT 2003

T v S 2003 £

BN FRBE T RLEHIE 2003 FER T
AR PSS 2 T S A 2 R KB -

FABEMFNFR 1 - SFNFRATD
RB=KEMD : £ —HERRERNEHIESRE
TR MERIHE : BB A REKEERE
MITHR T + E=8 FEENARMHDEE
THEABMEMELSAROER -

BUAMERER - B RDEDE MBS L
ERNEZRKTF - N#EETL - REEAER
MEH - REEEATBRA T EHEBRDES
BHEE -

EAZ T L - A ERNA T LB EEET
ZREENEE - HAETHE AT
BIRENIETTRDAER - M RDARB RIS E
H TEABTNSHEE R PIRHEL IR -
AEMIER —EENEE - Hlﬁ“?\iﬁﬁ’ﬂ%% :
AR Eéﬁxiﬁﬁﬁﬁ%ﬂﬁ’*ﬁmﬁhi’é

REARSEHENARRMS FHOEL T
HE - REAABENE TR MAD HEEE
% 2002 F O HMRIFTIREINE R - WA
BB A « REDEIRETEEITIE ME
bR -

HI = Foreword

This Report highlights the work of the Judiciary in 2003
and the key challenges ahead.

As in the past two years, this Report is divided into three
main parts. Part | reports on the progress of the work of
the Working Party on Civil Justice Reform. Part Il gives a
picture of the operation of our court system and its
administration. Part lll focuses on our Judges, our staff

and our interface with the community.

The mission of the Judiciary is to maintain an independent
and competent judicial system which upholds the rule of
law, safeguards the rights and freedoms of the individual,

and commands domestic and international confidence.

The courts in the 21st century face exciting challenges in
the administration of justice. Our Judges will continue to
administer the law without fear or favour. They are
competently supported by the staff in the Judiciary
Administration. The Judiciary is an institution which
belongs to and serves the community. We consider it of
the utmost importance that we maintain close links with

court users and the community.

Civil Justice Reform continues to be an important area of
our work this year. The Working Party has considered in
detail the responses received during the consultation
exercise in 2002, and is now preparing its Final Report. |
look forward to receiving its recommendations early next

year.
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The Judiciary is committed to maintaining a fair and
efficient court system for the administration of justice. In
June 2003, the operation of the Registry of the Lands
Tribunal was accredited with the award of an ISO 9001:
2000 Certificate. Our Courts and the Judiciary
Administration will continue to strive to make
improvements in meeting the rising expectations of the

community.

On 1 December 2003, the civil jurisdictional limit of the
District Court was further increased from $600,000 to
$1 million, with a view to enhancing access to justice at

reasonable cost.

On 29 December 2003, the two-year Pilot Scheme for
the Reform of Ancillary Relief Procedures in Matrimonial
Proceedings commenced operation. We hope that the
reformed procedures will improve the efficiency and
reduce the adversarial nature of the existing ancillary relief

proceedings.

| am pleased to see that the Resource Centre for
Unrepresented Litigants commenced operation on 22
December 2003. | am grateful for the hard work of the
Steering Committee on the Resource Centre for

Unrepresented Litigants in bringing the project to fruition.

| hope you will enjoy reading this Report and that you will

have a better understanding of our work.

We are determined to ensure that the rule of law will
continue to thrive in our community. We are committed
to meeting the challenges ahead and the community's

expectations.

Aadnes Lo

Andrew Li
Chief Justice
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